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John McCain
Date of Birth: August 29, 1936
Current Position: U.S. Senator, 1987 – present
Previous Service: Candidate for Republican Presidential

Nomination, 2000
U.S. House of Representatives, 1983 – 1987
United States Navy 1958 – 1981

Education: U.S. Naval Academy, 1958
National War College, 1973

Home: Phoenix, Arizona
Profession: Military Officer, Politician
Campaign Website: www.johnmccain.com

ON THE ISSUES…
Senator McCain has not responded to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire.

NATIONAL AIDS STRATEGY

McCain has not committed to creating and implementing a comprehensive national AIDS
strategy.

In response to new figures released from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) in August 2008 illustrating a growing number of new HIV infections in the U.S.,
McCain stated he would “work closely with non-profit, government, and private sector
stakeholders to continue the fight against HIV/AIDS.”

McCain continued, “By focusing efforts on reducing drug costs through greater market
competition, promoting prevention efforts, encouraging testing, targeting communities with
high infection rates, strengthening research and reducing disparities through effective public
outreach, we as a nation can make great progress in fighting HIV/AIDS.”

PREVENTION

Abstinence-only funding, comprehensive sex education

Not a co-sponsor of the Prevention First Act, which would provide our nation’s youth with
accurate information about abstinence, contraception and condom use in order to reduce
unintended pregnancies, abortions, and disease transmission.1

Voted against the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Amendment to the Child Custody Protection
Act of 2006, which would reduce the number of teen pregnancies by providing funding for
programs to teach comprehensive, medically accurate sexuality education and other programs
to prevent unintended teen pregnancies.2
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When questioned by a reporter in July 2008 if U.S. tax money should fund contraception as
part of a global HIV prevention strategy, Mr. McCain responded “The guy I really respect on
this is Dr. Coburn (Republican Senator from Oklahoma and a physician). He believes–and I
was just reading the thing he wrote—that you should do what you can to encourage abstinence
where there is going to be sexual activity. Where that doesn’t succeed, than he thinks that we
should employ contraceptives as well. But I agree with him that the first priority is on
abstinence. I look to people like Dr. Coburn. I’m not very wise on it.” Upon further
consideration, McCain continued “I haven’t thought about it. Before I give you an answer, let
me think about. Let me think about it a little bit because I never got a question about it before.
I don’t know if I would use taxpayers’ money for it.”

When questioned further about use of contraception as part of a domestic HIV prevention
strategy, McCain said “I think I support the president’s policy.” He elaborated and stated “You
know, I’m sure I’ve taken a position on it on the past. I have to find out what my position was.
Brian (McCain’s press secretary), would you find out what my position is on contraception–I’m
sure I’m opposed to government spending on it, I’m sure I support the president’s policies on it.
Get me Coburn’s thing, ask Weaver (senior advisor) to get me Coburn’s paper that he just gave
me in the last couple of days. I’ve never gotten into these issues before.”3

Senator Coburn is among the most anti-gay members of Congress. He advocated for abstinence
requirements and against reproductive health/family planning in the recent reauthorization of
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

Syringe exchange

Position unclear.

Microbicides

Not a co-sponsor of the Microbicide Development Act, which would promote research and
development of microbicides as an effective barrier to HIV transmission.4

Prison prevention

Position unclear.

TREATMENT/CARE

Early Treatment for HIV Act (ETHA)

Not a co-sponsor of ETHA, which would allow states to amend their Medicaid eligibility
requirements for low-income individuals who are HIV-positive and have not yet progressed to
full blown AIDS.5

Ryan White CARE Act

Co-sponsor of the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act of
1990, which serves as the largest funding source for HIV/AIDS treatment domestically.6

Did not co-sponsor the 2000 Reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act.7

Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS (HOPWA)

Position unclear.

2 Where Do They Stand? The GMHC Report on the 2008 Presidential Candidates and HIV/AIDS



CIVIL RIGHTS

People living with HIV/AIDS

Voted in 1993 to prevent people living with HIV/AIDS from permanently immigrating into the
United States.8

Voted in 1991 for an amendment to imprison HIV-positive health care workers who perform
surgery.9

Voted in 1991 for a Jesse Helms amendment to involuntarily test patients for HIV who are
about to undergo surgery.10

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Community

Voted for the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act in 1996.11

Voted against the first introduction of the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) in
1996, which would prohibit workplace discrimination based on sexual orientation.12

Voted against the anti-gay Federal Marriage Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 2006,
which would permanently write discrimination into the U.S. Constitution by defining marriage
as the union between one man and one woman, and prohibit federal and state governments
from conferring marital status and “the legal incidents thereof” upon same-sex couples.13

Average rating of 27 on the Human Rights Campaign Congressional Scorecard, 102nd to 109th
Congresses.

When asked at a CNN presidential debate in November 2007 about the military’s “Don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, McCain stated, “All the time, I talk to our military leaders, beginning with
our joint chiefs of staff and the leaders in the field, such as General Petraeus and General
Odierno and others who are designated leaders with the responsibility of the safety of the men
and women under their command and their security and protect them as best they can. Almost
unanimously, they tell me that this present policy is working, that we have the best military in
history, that we have the bravest, most professional, best prepared, and that this policy ought to
be continued because it’s working.”14

Supported a proposed 2006 amendment (Proposition 107) to the Arizona state constitution
which would have prevented same-sex marriage, as well as denied government benefits to
unmarried couples. McCain appeared in a commercial in support of Proposition 107.15

In a statement made on McCain’s presidential campaign website, he stated “I support the efforts
of the people of California to recognize marriage as a unique institution between a man and a
woman, just as we did in my home state of Arizona.”16

When asked by the New York Times in July 2008 about California’s push to legalize same-sex
marriage, McCain stated “I respect the rights of the states to make those decisions. I obviously
am personally in favor of preserving the unique status of marriage between man and woman.
And I also would point out that we passed a thing called the Defense of Marriage Act, which I
know you’re familiar with, where we said that states were not required to recognize in their states
the decision that other states made. In other words, if the state of Massachusetts recognized
marriage between man and—had allowed same-sex marriage, that does not mean that that
decision can be imposed on the state of Arizona. The state of Arizona will make that decision.”17
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GLOBAL

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and abstinence-only earmark

Co-sponsored 2008 PEPFAR reauthorization, however was not present for final vote in July
2008. McCain supported the final PEPFAR bill.18

General global

In an Associated Press article in August 2007, McCain said, “I think it’s more than just money, I
think it’s behavior,” he told a woman who wanted him to promise $50 billion over five years to
fight global AIDS. McCain said he doesn’t think the Bush administration gets enough credit for
what it has done to stop the epidemic, but said the focus should be on urging governments in
those countries to act more responsibly.19

In a statement made on the floor of the Senate in 2003, McCain said, “The spread of
HIV/AIDS, and the efforts of the international community to combat it, will be remembered by
history as one of the defining issues of our time. The ethical implications of not doing
everything in our power to slow the spread of this disease are severe. The most basic morality
requires that we commit ourselves to combating HIV/AIDS everywhere.”20

In an article published by Vanity Fair magazine in the summer of 2007, McCain stated, “Fighting
disease and extreme poverty in Africa is in America’s strategic and moral interests. If elected, I
will fund AIDS treatment and prevention at levels befitting a wealthy and great nation, and
establish a goal of eradicating malaria—the number one killer of African children under five—
from the continent. I would link other forms of aid to good governance and economic reform,
because no amount of assistance can succeed when governments fail their people.”21

OTHER STATEMENTS

In a statement issued by his campaign on December 1, 2007, World AIDS Day, McCain said.
“Today we offer our thoughts and prayers to the over 33 million people around the world that
struggle to live each day with HIV/AIDS, and we mourn the millions of lives lost to the deadly
virus. Today is a day to give comfort, and recognize the caregivers, and over 40 million AIDS
orphans on this planet whose lives have been forever altered by this killer that respects no
international or economic borders. Each and every life lost, infected and impacted by
HIV/AIDS, is a loss to our common humanity.

“America’s response to this crisis reflects the values and respect for life, upon which this nation
was founded. Today is a call to action to roll-back the scourge of HIV and save lives. It’s critical
that we face this crisis head-on, which is why I have consistently supported the most aggressive
global AIDS program in the history of this pandemic, the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR). Afflicted nations with whom we partner to fight this disease must also know
that we expect a level of governance, transparency and effectiveness from them in order to
make the fullest use of AIDS assistance so we can make the greatest impact on people’s lives.
Our commitment must be sustained, and our nation must always be faithful to those at home
and abroad as they cope with the ravages of HIV/AIDS.”22

In a statement issued by his campaign on June 27, 2008, National HIV Testing Day, McCain
stated “AIDS is a national and international tragedy. An important step is to improve the
awareness of people of their HIV status. Yet, right now, as many as 250,000 people in the
United States may have HIV and not know it. National HIV Testing Day is an important
reminder of how precious life is, the need to know your HIV status, and the opportunity to
build a healthier and more productive future.”23
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Sarah Heath Palin
Date of Birth: February 11, 1964
Current Position: Governor of Alaska, 2006–present
Previous Service: Mayor of Wasilla, 1996–2002

Wasilla City Council, 1992–1996
Education: University of Idaho, BS 1987
Home: Wasilla, Alaska
Profession: Politician, Journalist, Fisherwoman

HIV/AIDS ISSUES

On World AIDS Day 2007, Governor Palin declared that “[a] range of prevention options
should be offered to help people protect themselves and others.” Yet Palin is a staunch
opponent of sex education. Candidate Palin told Eagle Forum Alaska, the state affiliate of the
national Christian right group, that she opposed sex education in schools and would only fund
“abstinence-until-marriage” programs.24

PREVENTION

Abstinence-only funding, comprehensive sex education

In 2007, the Alaska State Department of Health and Social Services accepted over $150,000 in
federal and state funding for abstinence-only-until-marriage programs.25

In 2007, among high school students who reported being currently sexually active, 63% of
males in Alaska reported using condoms the last time they had sex, compared to 69% of males
nationwide.26

In 2007, 86% of high school students in Alaska reported having been taught about HIV/AIDS
in school, compared to 90% of high school students nationwide.27

SAME-SEX UNIONS

Governor Palin opposes same-sex marriage and any government-provided benefits to state
employees in same-sex relationships. In 2006 Palin told the Anchorage Daily News that even
though “she’s not out to judge anyone and has good friends who are gay,…that she supported the
1998 constitutional amendment” banning same-sex marriages in Alaska. Further, she told the
Anchorage Daily that “she would support a ballot question that would deny benefits to homosexual
couples. ‘I believe that honoring the family structure is that important,’ Palin said.”28

Same-sex relationships became an issue in the 2006 gubernatorial campaign after Alaska’s highest
court ruled in 2005 that the state could not deny domestic partner benefits, such as health
insurance, to the same-sex partners of state employees. In late 2006 the court ordered the state to
implement that ruling. When the legislature passed a law negating the court ruling, Palin vetoed it
after her Department of Law deemed it unconstitutional. At the same time, Palin denounced the
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court’s ruling, and signed a bill calling for a statewide referendum to express support or opposition
to it. By a narrow margin the advisory vote passed, with Alaskan voters expressing non-binding
opposition to providing domestic partner benefits to same-sex partners of state workers.

Although the McCain-Palin campaign and some press accounts have cited Palin’s veto of the
anti-gay benefits bill as evidence of her moderation on gay rights, Alaskan activists disagree.
“That’s just completely wrong,” said Allison Mendel, the attorney who litigated the 1999 case
on behalf of gay and lesbian state workers. “She spoke on radio programs all throughout the
campaign saying, ‘I want a constitutional amendment, I think these things are only for a man
and a woman.’…I don’t think she’s ever said a friendly word about gay people, that they ought
to have health benefits like other people do or anything along those lines.”29

OTHER ISSUES

In 2000, then Mayor Palin supported the candidacy of presidential hopeful Pat Buchanan, one of
the most anti-gay Republican candidates. In 1983, Buchanan wrote, “The poor homosexuals —
they have declared war upon nature, and now nature is extracting an awful retribution.” Later, in
1992, Buchanan said, “AIDS is nature’s retribution for violating the laws of nature.”30
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Barack Obama
Date of Birth: August 4, 1961
Current Position: U.S. Senator, 2005 – present
Previous Service: Illinois State Senate, 1997 – 2005
Education: Columbia University, BA 1983

Harvard University, JD 1991
Home: Chicago, Illinois
Profession: Attorney
Campaign Website: www.barackobama.com

ON THE ISSUES…

NATIONAL AIDS STRATEGY

Senator Obama has committed to creating and implementing a comprehensive national AIDS
strategy. He has also released details of what his AIDS strategy would look like.31

At a speech in Lake Forest, CA on World AIDS Day 2006, Senator Obama declared, “We are
all sick because of AIDS—and we are all tested by this crisis. It is a test not only of our
willingness to respond, but of our ability to look past the artificial divisions and debates that
have often shaped that response. When you go to places like Africa and you see this problem up
close, you realize that it’s not a question of either treatment or prevention—or even what kind
of prevention—it is all of the above. It is not an issue of either science or values—it is both.
Yes, there must be more money spent on this disease. But there must also be a change in hearts
and minds, in cultures and attitudes. Neither philanthropist nor scientist, neither government
nor church, can solve this problem on their own—AIDS must be an all-hands-on-deck effort.”32

In response to new figures released from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) in August 2008 illustrating a growing number of new HIV infections in the U.S.,
Obama stated “We have now learned that 56,300 new HIV infections occurred in the United
States in 2006, not 40,000 that had been previously cited. These new figures should bring new
focus to our efforts to address AIDS and HIV here at home. As president, I am committed to
developing a National AIDS Strategy to decrease new HIV infections and improve health
outcomes for Americans living with HIV/AIDS. Across the nation, we also need to prevent the
spread of HIV and get people into treatment by expanding access to testing and comprehensive
education programs. This report also demonstrates the need for more timely data about HIV
transmission so that we can effectively evaluate prevention efforts.”

He continued, “Combating HIV/AIDS also demands closing the gaps in opportunity that exist
in our society so that we can strengthen our public health. We must also overcome the stigma
that surrounds HIV/AIDS — a stigma that is too often tied to homophobia. We need to
encourage folks to get tested and accelerate HIV/AIDS research toward an effective cure
because we have a moral obligation to join together to meet this challenge, and to do so with
the urgency this epidemic demands.”33
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PREVENTION

Abstinence-only funding, comprehensive sex education

Co-sponsor of the Prevention First Act, which would provide our nation’s youth with accurate
information about abstinence, contraception and condom use in order to reduce unintended
pregnancies, abortions, and disease transmission.34

Firmly opposes federal funding for abstinence-only-until-marriage programs.35

Syringe exchange

In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, regarding syringe
exchange, Senator Obama stated, “I believe needle exchange is another important method of
the prevention of HIV/AIDS transmission.”36

Microbicides

Primary Sponsor of the Microbicide Development Act, which would promote research and
development of microbicides as an effective barrier to HIV transmission.37

Speaking to a Los Angeles Times reporter on the realities of HIV prevention, Senator Obama
noted, “We can’t ignore the fact that abstinence and fidelity, although the ideal, may not
always be the reality—that we’re dealing with flesh and blood men and women and not
abstractions, and that if condoms and, potentially, things like microbicides, can prevent
millions of deaths, then they should be made more widely available.”38

Prison prevention

Supports the Justice for the Unprotected against Sexually Transmitted Infections among
Confined and Expose (JUSTICE) Act, as introduced in the House of Representatives (the bill
is not yet introduced in the Senate), which would allow for the distribution of condoms in
federal prisons.39

General prevention

At a 2006 World AIDS Day Summit at Saddleback Church in Orange County, California,
Obama stated, “Let me say this loud and clear: I don’t think that we can deny that there is a
moral and spiritual component to prevention, that in too many places all over the world where
HIV/AIDS is prevalent—including, by the way, right here in the United States—the
relationship between men and women, between sexuality and spirituality, has broken down,
and needs to be repaired.”40

In response to a question on AIDS at the Logo Channel/Human Rights Campaign presidential
debate, Senator Obama responded, “I’m willing to talk about AIDS at Saddleback Church to
evangelicals and talk about why we need to have condom distribution to deal with the scourge
of AIDS.”41

In an open letter to LGBT Americans in November 2007, Obama stated “The next president
must also address the HIV/AIDS epidemic. When it comes to prevention, we do not have to
choose between values and science. While abstinence education should be part of any strategy,
we also need to use common sense. We should have age-appropriate sex education that includes
information about contraception. We should pass the JUSTICE Act to combat infection within
our prison population. And we should lift the federal ban on needle exchange, which could
dramatically reduce rates of infection among drug users. In addition, local governments can
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protect public health by distributing contraceptives. We also need a president who’s willing to
confront the stigma — too often tied to homophobia — that continues to surround HIV/AIDS.
I confronted this stigma directly in a speech to evangelicals at Rick Warren’s Saddleback
Church, and will continue to speak out as president.”42

TREATMENT/CARE

Early Treatment for HIV Act (ETHA)

Co-sponsored ETHA in the 109th Congress, which would allow states to amend their Medicaid
eligibility requirements for low-income individuals who are HIV-positive and have not yet
progressed to full blown AIDS.43

Ryan White CARE Act

Supports protecting the Ryan White CARE Act, which serves as the largest funding source for
HIV/AIDS treatment domestically.44

Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS (HOPWA)

Signed letter to Senate committee in support of a HOPWA funding increase.45

CIVIL RIGHTS

People living with HIV/AIDS

Supports repeal of the HIV travel and immigration ban.46

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Community

Voted against the anti-gay Federal Marriage Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 2006.47

Average rating of 89 on the Human Rights Campaign Congressional Scorecard, 109th Congress
only.

When asked in November 2007 about his stance on same-sex marriage by host Tim Russert on
“Meet the Press,” Obama replied, “I have not said that I was a supporter of gay marriage, but I
am a strong supporter of civil unions, and I would, as president, make absolutely certain that all
federal laws pertaining to married couples—benefits pertaining to married couples are conferred
to people who—same sex couples who have civil unions as well.”48
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In an article published in the Human Rights Campaign’s Equality Magazine in the summer of
2008, Obama stated “We’ve come a long way since the Stonewall riots in 1969, but we still
have a lot of work to do. Too often, the issue of GLBT rights is exploited by those seeking to
divide us. But at its core, this issue is about who we are as Americans. It’s about whether this
nation is going to live up to its founding promise of equality by treating all its citizens with
dignity and respect.”

He continued, “I will never compromise on my commitment to equal rights for all LGBT
Americans. But neither will I close my ears to the voices of those who still need to be
convinced. That is the work we must do to move forward together. It is difficult. It is
challenging. And it is necessary.”49

GLOBAL

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and abstinence-only earmark

Co-sponsored 2008 PEPFAR reauthorization, though, was not present for final vote in July
2008.50

Senator Obama made the following statement after passage: “Today, there are 33 million people
living around the world with HIV/AIDS and there were over 4 million new infections in 2006
alone. As these numbers have continued to rise, the face of HIV/AIDS has changed
dramatically with women and girls being increasingly affected. However, methods for
HIV/AIDS prevention that can be used by women do not exist. And that is why I introduced
the Microbicide Development Act last year to increase research and development of these
products.”

“I commend the Senate Appropriations Committee for its commitment to enhancing
HIV/AIDS prevention efforts for women in the United States and around the world. Federal
leadership, oversight and funding are needed to help ensure that the promise of microbicides
becomes reality.”51

Co-sponsor of the HIV Prevention Act, which would lift the requirement that one-third of
funding for HIV prevention overseas go to abstinence-only-until-marriage programs, and shift
the funding to comprehensive prevention education.52

Supports an additional $1 billion annual increase over the next five years to strengthen and
expand the PEPFAR program in Southeast Asia, India, and Eastern Europe.53

While outlining his ideas on the global AIDS epidemic in his national strategy, Obama states,
“that our first priority should be to reauthorize PEPFAR when it expires in 2008 and rewrite
much of the bill to allow best practices—not ideology—to drive funding for HIV/AIDS
programs.”54
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Comprehensive plan for global epidemic

Co-sponsor of the African Health Capacity Investment Act of 2007, which would improve the
capacity of health systems in sub-Saharan countries.55

Co-sponsored the International Cooperation to Meet the Millennium Development Goals Act
of 2005, which would urge debt forgiveness and full funding for our international commitments
in the fight against global HIV/AIDS.56

Supports the adoption of licensing policies to ensure that medications developed by the United
States are made available off-patent to developing nations.57

Signed the “Presidential Pledge for Leadership on Global AIDS and Poverty” from
08STOPAIDS.org, vowing to commit $50 billion to AIDS worldwide and establish sound
evidence-based prevention policies.58

In addressing the global AIDS epidemic at a 2006 World AIDS Day Summit at Saddleback
Church in Orange County, California, Senator Obama remarked about Africa, “Friends, that’s a
continent sliding into the ocean… It is a race against time. People are dying… There’s nothing
political about dealing with malaria and global HIV.”59

In an essay for Foreign Affairs magazine, Obama wrote, “We need to invest in building capable,
democratic states that can establish healthy and educated communities, develop markets, and
generate wealth. Such states would also have greater institutional capacities to fight terrorism,
halt the spread of deadly weapons, and build health-care infrastructures to prevent, detect, and
treat deadly diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and avian flu… Our rapidly growing
international AIDS programs have demonstrated that increased foreign assistance can make a
real difference.”60

In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, regarding the global
AIDS epidemic, Senator Obama responded, “I am committed to doubling U.S. spending on
foreign aid to $50 billion a year by 2012…to ensure a comprehensive fight against this global
pandemic.”61

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

Poverty

In an article from the Berkeley Daily Planet, Obama was quoted as saying, “There are no magic
solutions… Communities that are poor are like a diseased body, they are more vulnerable to
violence, to the drug trade, more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS—their immune system is broken
down. If we can strengthen these communities with jobs, education, preventative healthcare,
that will all make a difference.”62

Health Care

In a radio campaign ad, Obama stated, “We have more work to do when the black incidence of
HIV/AIDS and diabetes, and every other illness is multiple times higher than the rest of the
population.”63
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Joe Biden
Date of Birth: November 20, 1942
Current Position: U.S. Senator, 1973 – present
Previous Service: New Castle County Council, 1971 – 1973
Education: University of Delaware, AB 1965

Syracuse University, JD 1968
Home: Wilmington, Delaware
Profession: Attorney

ON THE ISSUES…

NATIONAL AIDS STRATEGY

Senator Biden has not committed to creating and implementing a comprehensive national
AIDS strategy.

PREVENTION

Comprehensive sex education

Co-sponsor of the Prevention First Act, which would provide our nation’s youth with accurate
information about abstinence, contraception and condom use in order to reduce unintended
pregnancies, abortions, and disease transmission.64

In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, on the matter of
comprehensive sex education, Senator Biden responded, “Education is key in prevention and
treatment; that is why I support comprehensive and age appropriate sex education that includes
science-based prevention methods. Abstinence-only programs are not enough; we have to
provide well-rounded education which includes information about contraception and
avoidance of STIs (sexually transmitted infections).”65

Syringe exchange

In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, on the matter of
syringe exchange, Senator Biden said, “I believe needle exchange is another important method
of the prevention of HIV/AIDS transmission.” He further cited a report by the National
Institutes of Health showing a reduction of 30 percent or more in HIV transmission rates
among injection drug users who participated in a needle exchange program.66

Microbicides

Not a co-sponsor of the Microbicide Development Act, which would promote research and
development of microbicides as an effective barrier to HIV transmission.67
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In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, on the matter of
microbicides, Senator Biden stated, “I am working to strengthen our current efforts by continuing
robust funding for the National Institutes of Health, including building on the successful effort
that doubled NIH funding over five years. This groundbreaking research on HIV and AIDS
should include the work on the discovery and development of anti-HIV microbicides.”68

Prison prevention

Biden did not respond to this question on the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates
Questionnaire.

TREATMENT/CARE

Early Treatment for HIV Act (ETHA)

Not a co-sponsor of ETHA, which would allow states to amend their Medicaid eligibility
requirements for low-income individuals who are HIV-positive and have not yet progressed to
full-blown AIDS.69

Ryan White CARE Act

Co-sponsored the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act of
1990, which serves as the largest funding source for HIV/AIDS treatment domestically.70

Co-sponsored the 1995 and 2000 reauthorizations of the Ryan White CARE Act.71,72

When asked about funding for the Ryan White CARE Act in the AIDSVote.org Presidential
Candidates Questionnaire, Senator Biden responded, “Since 1991 we’ve invested nearly $24
billion in the program. It has been incredibly successful — and we need to continue it.”73

Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA)

Signed letter to Senate committee in support of a HOPWA funding increase.74

CIVIL RIGHTS

People living with HIV/AIDS

As Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Biden wrote into the
reauthorization of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR II) language
repealing the statutory entry ban for people living with HIV/AIDS. When President Bush signed
PEPFAR II into law in July 2008, it repealed the statutory entry ban preventing people living
with HIV from entering the U.S. to visit family, work, go to school, or for any other reason.

Voted in 1993 to prevent people living with HIV/AIDS from permanently immigrating into the
United States.75

Voted in 1991 for an amendment to imprison HIV-positive health care workers who perform surgery.76

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Community

Voted for the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act in 1996.77

Voted for the first introduction of the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) in 1996,
which would prohibit workplace discrimination based on sexual orientation.78
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Voted for the Local Law Enforcement Enhancement Act in 2000, which would expand hate
crimes laws to include sexual orientation.79

Voted against the anti-gay Federal Marriage Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 2006.80

Average rating of 84 on the Human Rights Campaign Congressional Scorecard, 102nd to
109th Congresses.

When asked in April 2007 about his stance on same-sex marriage by host Tim Russert on
“Meet the Press,” Biden replied, “I think government should not be able to dictate to religions
the definition of marriage, but I think, on a civil side, government has the obligation to strip
away every vestige of discrimination as to what individuals are able to do in terms of their
personal conduct.”81

GLOBAL

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

As Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Biden wrote into the
reauthorization of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR II) language
targeting prevention toward men who have sex with men (MSM) and calling for research on
HIV incidence among MSM. This is especially important in Africa, where gay men and MSM
are widely oppressed by anti-gay laws and social norms and where homosexuality is largely
underground.

Prior to the passage of PEPFAR II in July 2008, Senator Biden took the following actions during
the reauthorization debate:

• Co-sponsor of the HIV Prevention Act, which would lift the requirement that one-
third of funding for HIV prevention overseas go to abstinence-only-until-marriage
programs, and shift the funding to comprehensive prevention education.82

In his capacity as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Biden outlined
four key priorities for reauthorizing PEPFAR in an October 2007 hearing. They included:

• “Better integrate our HIV/AIDS efforts with our other health and development
programs.

• Build health capacity in Africa. The shortage of health care workers may be the greatest
obstacle in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

• Expand our efforts to address gender based violence and other inequities. Millions of
women and girls do not have the power to make sexual decisions: abstinence is not an
option when you lack the power to choose. Girls’ education and women’s empowerment
are critical in the fight against AIDS.

• Improve our efforts to combat TB and malaria. These diseases were part of the 2003
legislation. They should be part of our discussion now.”83

Comprehensive plan for global epidemic

Co-sponsored U.S. Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 2002,
seeking to increase assistance to foreign countries seriously affected by the diseases.84

Co-sponsor of the African Health Capacity Investment Act of 2007, which would improve the
capacity of health systems in sub-Saharan countries.85
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Signed the “Presidential Pledge for Leadership on Global AIDS and Poverty” from
08STOPAIDS.org, vowing to commit $50 billion to AIDS worldwide and establish sound
evidence-based prevention policies.86

In response to the AIDSVote.org Presidential Candidates Questionnaire, regarding the global
AIDS epidemic, Senator Biden responded, “We should be guided by evidence, not ideology. I’d
change our programs to give them the flexibility to meet local needs for local epidemics and
offer more comprehensive approaches to prevention, care, and treatment. We also have to
better integrate our efforts to fight AIDS with broader health and development concerns.”87

Biden further stated on the subject, “The shortage of health care workers is the number one
obstacle that we face in our efforts to fight HIV/AIDS… I strongly support efforts to increase
the number of trained health care workers in the developing world.”88

In his remarks as Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in a hearing on the
“Next Phase of the Global Fight Against HIV/AIDS” in October 2007, Senator Biden
commented, “We are not keeping pace with the pandemic. For every person who enrolled in a
treatment program last year, six more became newly infected. The United States and its
partners need to devote more funds to this effort, but it’s not just a question of more money, it’s
a question of how we spend it.” He continued, “…we must do more on prevention. The math is
brutally clear: we cannot keep up with the current pace of the epidemic through treatment
programs. To slow its deadly progress we must expand and improve prevention efforts.”89
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