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got it wrong, many people would die needlessly. My concern was safety first, political 
correctness last.” At the time, science had already firmly established that HIV was not 
spread through casual contact. Nevertheless, in a recent broadcast interview about the 
1992 statement, Huckabee insisted, “I don’t run from it, I don’t recant it.” He said he 
would, however, articulate the position differently today.

m  Romney, as governor of Massachusetts in 2006, vetoed a bill passed with strong 
legislative support that legalized over-the-counter sale of syringes. According to the 
GMHC report, when the legislature overrode his veto, Romney remarked, “Legalizing 
needles is like giving matches to an arsonist. It undermines our efforts to enforce the 
state’s drug laws, and it increases the likelihood that dirty and contaminated needles 
will end up on our beaches, parks, and playgrounds.” There is no evidence of any of 
these claims. In 1994, according to the GMHC report, Romney remarked that he 
would support allowing condoms in prisons if medical staff called for it. He has not 
commented on specific, contemporary efforts to do so.

On Encouraging Blacks to Get Tested

None of the leading Republican candidates have stated if or how they would target 
resources to encourage more African Americans to learn their HIV status, or how they 
would support HIV testing of any sort. 

On Ensuring Access to Appropriate Care

None of the leading Republican candidates have discussed how they would ensure 
access to treatment and care for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

m  McCain is the only leading candidate with an identifiable record on federal 
treatment policy. As a senator, he has not supported the Early Treatment with HIV Act, 
which would expand Medicaid to cover poor people who are living with HIV but are 
not diagnosed with AIDS. He was an original cosponsor of the Ryan White CARE Act, 
but has not taken a meaningful role in AIDS treatment and care policymaking.

m  Giuliani, while mayor of New York City, maintained an intensely combative 
relationship with the city’s AIDS service organizations and advocacy groups on a host 
of policy issues. The situation deteriorated to the point that a federal judge placed the 
city’s AIDS services department under federal control for three years, according to an 
American Prospect magazine review of Giuliani’s AIDS record. Housing Works, a New 
York AIDS housing and advocacy group, charged that Giuliani punitively cancelled its 
service-providing contracts due to its criticism of his administration; the organization 
sued the city, and Giuliani fought the case throughout his administration. In 2005, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg settled the suit for $4.8 million. 
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On Eradicating Stigma

All of the leading Republican candidates have troubling records when it comes to 
dealing with stigma associated with HIV. Not only have none of them addressed the 
broader issue of HIV-related stigma, they have all actively played upon stigmas and 
biases that help drive HIV infection and/or have supported polices that discriminate 
against people living with HIV.

m  Romney declared in 1994 that he supports lifting the ban on people living with 
HIV entering the country, if the individuals prove they can pay for their own medical 
care, according to the GMHC review. But Romney has notably moved to the right on 
a number of his previous positions, and he has not answered how he would handle 
the policy during the course of this campaign. And while Romney was at one time a 
vocal supporter of gay civil rights, he has since become an equally vocal opponent. He 
worked tirelessly as governor of Massachusetts to block legal recognition of same-sex 
marriages and has prominently featured that effort in his presidential campaign.

m  Giuliani has similarly altered his position on gay civil rights in the course of 
running for president. As mayor of New York City, he supported legislation creating 
domestic partner benefits; he has since, however, stated opposition to both same-sex 
marriage and civil unions, which give gay couples legal recognition without conferring 
on them the status of marriage. 

m  McCain has consistently backed legislation that stigmatizes or discriminates 
against people living with HIV, according to the GMHC review. In addition to backing 
the ban on people living with HIV entering the country, he has voted to involuntarily 
test patients for HIV before surgery and to imprison HIV-positive doctors or health 
care workers who participate in surgery. Standard safety procedures for all surgeries 
remove risk of HIV transmission from doctor to patient. 
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Candidates Survey
A national strategy to end AIDS in America

The United States wisely insists that any country seeking our support for its AIDS 
program first develop an overarching strategy to guide how the resources will be 
used. More than 26 years into the epidemic, however, the U.S. government still has no 
national strategy of its own. If elected, will you create a national AIDS strategy to 
guide the federal government’s domestic AIDS initiatives?

No national strategy can work without meaningful leadership. Previous 
administrations have appointed AIDS czars with varying levels of authority and 
influence. If elected, will you appoint an AIDS czar and give that office authority 
to coordinate federal AIDS programs across agencies and departments and to 
collaborate with Congress on legislative initiatives?
	
African American organizations ranging from the NAACP to Bishop T.D. Jakes’ The 
Potter’s House church are building their own strategies for ending AIDS and finding 
ways to coordinate action with one another. If elected, how would you support these 
community-based campaigns?

Reducing infections among African Americans

A congressionally mandated Department of Health and Human Services study found 
in 1998 that syringe exchange programs reduce HIV infections without increasing 
drug use. If elected, will you lift the ban on federal funding of syringe exchange 
programs?

Research shows African Americans and Latinos are more likely to trust health 
information that comes from sources within their community. If elected, will you 
target resources to African American community-based organizations and media 
outlets to conduct HIV prevention and education?

From sex education in schools to HIV/AIDS research, throughout the epidemic politi-
cal and ideological disputes have too often trumped measured science in guiding our 
nation’s response. If elected, how will you ensure that science drives federal AIDS 
policy?
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Encouraging more African Americans to learn their 
HIV status

A wide range of African American community leaders, from churches to entertainers, 
have come together in recent years to develop innovative HIV testing initiatives. If 
elected, will you commit resources to these African American community-based 
testing campaigns?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates as much as a third of HIV-
positive Americans are undiagnosed. If elected, how will you use the Office of the 
President to promote HIV testing, particularly among African Americans? 

Ensuring access to appropriate care for those living 
with HIV/AIDS

The key to successful HIV/AIDS treatment is getting into care before the virus cripples 
the immune system. If elected, will you encourage Congress to pass and then sign 
into law the Early Treatment for HIV Act, or a similar bill expanding Medicaid 
eligibility to include people living with HIV but not diagnosed with AIDS?	

Every year states across the country develop hundreds-deep waiting lists for their AIDS 
Drug Assistance Programs (ADAPs). In 2006, at least four people died while lingering 
on South Carolina’s waiting list. If elected, will you ensure that every state ADAP is 
adequately funded so that there are no treatment waiting lists in America? 

Despite an estimated 40,000 new infections every year, the federal AIDS budget 
has remained largely flat since 2001. Local health departments and AIDS service 
organizations across the country are capping enrollment and limiting services to make 
ends meet. If elected, how will you make sure we continue to have enough resources 
to handle a growing epidemic?

Eradicating stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS

African American faith leaders have long been criticized for inaction on AIDS. But 
in recent years the Black Church has taken a leadership role in fighting the epidemic, 
particularly in tackling the range of stigmas that fuel infections and deter treatment. 
If elected, will you target resources at stigma-eradication campaigns led by African 
American faith leaders?
 
How would you use your bully pulpit as president to combat stigma surrounding 
HIV/AIDS?
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Black AIDS Institute

The Black AIDS Institute, founded in 1999, is the only national HIV/AIDS 
think tank in the United States focused exclusively on Black people. The 
Institute’s mission is to stop the AIDS pandemic in Black communities 
by engaging and mobilizing Black leaders, institutions and individuals in 

efforts to confront HIV. The Institute conducts HIV policy research, interprets public 
and private sector HIV policies, conducts trainings, builds capacity, disseminates 
information, and provides advocacy and mobilization from a uniquely and 
unapologetically Black point of view.

What We Do

m  The Institute develops and disseminates information on HIV/AIDS policy. Our first 
major publication was the NIA Plan, which launched a national campaign to stop HIV/
AIDS in African American communities by formulating and disseminating policy 
proposals developed through collaboration with federal, state and local government 
agencies, universities, community-based organizations, healthcare providers, opinion 
shapers and “gatekeepers.”

m  The African American HIV University, the Institute’s flagship training program, 
is a fellowship program designed to increase the quantity and quality of HIV education 
in Black communities by training and supporting peer educators of African descent. 
AAHU’s treatment and science college trains Black people in the science of HIV/AIDS. 
We believe when people understand the science of AIDS, they are better equipped to 
protect themselves from the virus, less likely to stigmatize those living with the disease 
or at risk of infection, better able to adhere to treatment and advocate for care, and 
better positioned to influence public and private HIV/AIDS polices. The Prevention and 
Mobilization College prepares Black AIDS workers to engage and mobilize traditional 
Black institutions in efforts to confront HIV/AIDS and increase utilization of HIV 
prevention services in their communities.

m  The International Community Treatment and Science Workshop is a training and 
mentoring program to help people who are living with HIV/AIDS or who are working 
with community-based and non-governmental AIDS organizations to meaningfully 
access information presented at scientific meetings.

m  The Drum Beat is the Institute’s Black media project designed to train Black media 
on how to report accurately on HIV/AIDS and tell the stories of those infected and 
affected. The Black Media Task Force on AIDS, a component of the Drum Beat Project, 
currently has over 1500 Black media members.

m  The Institute publishes original editorial materials on the Black AIDS epidemic. 
Our flagship publication is our “State of AIDS in Black America” series. In the past 
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few years, the institute has published reports on Black women, Black youth, Black gay 
and bisexual men and treatment in Black America. Our website www.BlackAIDS.org 
attracts nearly 100,000 hits a month. And our weekly AIDS updates currently have 
over 35,000 subscribers. The Drum Beat newspaper is a semi-annual tabloid with a 
distribution of 300,000. It is distributed to Black conventions, barbershops, beauty 
parlors, bookstores and doctors’ offices. The Institute’s newest publication is Ledge, a 
magazine produced by and for Black college students and distributed on the campuses 
of historically Black colleges and universities around the country.

m  Heroes in the Struggle is a photographic tribute to the work of Black warriors in 
the fight against AIDS. Featuring elected officials and other policy makers, leading 
Black clergy, celebrities and entertainers, journalists, caregivers, advocates and people 
living with HIV/AIDS, HITS travels to Black universities, museums and community-
based organizations throughout the United States, providing information on HIV/
AIDS, raising awareness and generating community dialogues about what Black people 
are doing and what we need to do to end the AIDS epidemic in our communities.

m  The Black AIDS Institute and BET, in association with the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, also sponsors the Rap-It-Up Black AIDS Short-Subject Film 
Competition to highlight the issue of AIDS and HIV infection within the African 
American community. By showcasing examples of heroism from within Black 
communities, we can galvanize African Americans to refocus and recommit to 
overcoming this epidemic.

m  The Institute provides technical assistance to traditional African American 
institutions, elected officials and churches who are interested in developing effective 
HIV/AIDS programs, and to AIDS organizations that would like to work more 
effectively with traditional African American institutions.

Finally, nearly 30,000 people participate in AIDS updates, town hall meetings or 
community organizing forums sponsored by the Institute annually.

m  Leaders in the Fight to Eradicate AIDS (LifeAIDS) is a national Black student 
membership organization created to mobilize Black college students around HIV/
AIDS. LifeAIDS sponsors a national Black Student Teach-In and publishes Ledge, 
the only national AIDS magazine written, edited and published by Black students. 
Founded in 2004, LifeAIDS is the nation’s only AIDS organization created by Black 
college students to mobilize Black college students to end the AIDS epidemic in Black 
communities. LifeAIDS has a presence on more than 70 college campuses nationwide.

m  The National Black AIDS Mobilization is an unprecedented five year multi-sector 
collaboration between all three national Black AIDS organizations in the United States 
(The Balm in Gilead, the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS and the 
Black AIDS Institute) with a goal of ending the AIDS epidemic in Black America by 
2012.

BAM seeks to build a new sense of urgency in Black America, so that no one accepts 
the idea that the presence of HIV and AIDS is inevitable. The campaign calls on 
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traditional Black institutions, leaders and individuals to take actions toward ending the 
AIDS epidemic in Black America. 

The project has four key objectives: cut HIV infection rates in Black America, 
increase the percentage of Black Americans who know their HIV status, increase 
Black utilization of HIV treatment and care, and decrease HIV/AIDS stigma in Black 
communities.
BAM does this in two ways: identifying and recruiting traditional Black institutions 
and leaders, and providing Black leaders and institutions with the skills and capacity to 
develop strategic action plans for themselves and/or their organizations. 

m  The Test 1 Million campaign is a two-year effort to screen one million people 
for HIV by December 1, 2008. The campaign began with a celebrity-studded press 
conference in collaboration with SAG and AFTRA at the Screen Actors Guild in 
Hollywood. Other events include an Oakland-to-Los Angeles run during which people 
will be tested along the California coast run route, and a national “get free concert 
tickets in return for taking an HIV test” program in partnership with leading R&B and 
hip-hop artists.
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